
  

Crook  
The crook is one of the most prominent items in the royal 
regalia. Kings held it across their chest. The crook, in the 
shape of a shepherd's staff, is a sceptre symbolizing 
government and that may be related to the concept of a good 
shepherd leading his flock.  

Whip 
This shows that the pharaoh had the power to punish his 
enemies. As they claimed to be representing the gods on 
Earth, this divine punishment could not be questioned. 

 

Gold 
The Egyptian symbol for gold (nebu) is a collar with beads 
along the lower edge. Gold has long been associated with the 
gods and royalty. This imperishable metal reflects the 
brilliance of the sun and the hope of eternal life. 
 
 

 

Ankh 
In the shape of a mirror or a knot, the ankh is a symbol of life. 
It was often carried by deities or people in a funeral 
procession, or offered to the king as the breath of life. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The uraeus represents a rearing cobra with a flared hood. A 
symbol of protection, it guards the gates of the underworld 
and wards off the enemies of the royals. 
  
Pharaohs were the head priests and so they had to shave 
their heads. However, they did wear a styled beard to show 
their power.  Many pharaohs, especially female ones like 
Hatshepsut, would wear wooden beards instead!  
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Red 

Crook  
A crook is used to guide sheep. The 
pharaohs held it to show that they were 
in charge of their people  

Whip 
The pharaoh held this to show that they 
had been chosen by the gods to punish 
evil. 

 

Gold collar 
Gold is shiny like the sun and does not 
rust. So kings, wore it to show they 
represented the sun God Ra. 
 
 

 

Ankh 
The anhk knot is a symbol of life. The 
Egyptians used it a lot because they 
believed in life after death. 
 
 
 

 

The uraeus (snake) shows that the king 
has the support of the gods who will 
attack his enemies 

 

Pharaohs were the head priests and so 
they had to shave their heads. However, 
they did wear a styled beard to show 
their power.  Many pharaohs, especially 
female ones like Hatshepsut, would wear 
wooden beards instead   

 


