
Lesson 4 – The Giant’s Necklace 

LC: Can I analyse a setting? 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-analyse-a-setting-6rtp2e?activity=video&step=1 

Follow the link to watch the online lesson. Then answer the questions on the sheet digitally or in your 

pink books. 

Create a drawing of the setting based on information that you have read in the text. 

What do these extracts suggest? (What impression do you get about the setting?) 

Would you want to go on holiday to this part of Cornwall? Explain why.  

Would you want to go with someone like Cherry? 

Boat Cove just below Zennor Head was the beach they had found and occupied. Every year 

for as long as Cherry could remember they had rented the same granite cottage, set back 

in the fields below the Eagle’s Nest and every year they came to the same beach because 

no one else did. In two weeks not another soul had ventured down the winding track 

through the bracken from the coastal path. It was a long climb down and a very much 

longer one up. The beach itself was almost hidden from the path that ran along the cliff 

top a hundred feet above. It was private and perfect and theirs. The boys swam in 

amongst the rocks, diving and snorkelling for hours on end. Her mother and father would 

sit side by side on stripey deck chairs. She would read endlessly and he would close his 

eyes against the sun and dream for hours on end.  
 

Cherry moved away from them and clambered over the rocks to a narrow strip of 

sand in the cove beyond the rocks, and here it was that she mined for the cowrie shells. 

In the gritty sand under the cliff face she had found a particularly rich deposit. She was 

looking for pink cowrie shells of a uniform length, colour and shape – that was what took 

the time. Occasionally the boys would swim around the rocks and in to her little beach, 

emerging from the sea all goggled and flippered to mock her. But as she paid them little 

attention they soon tired and went away again. She knew time was running short. This was 

her very last chance to find enough shells to complete the giant’s necklace, and it had to 

be done. 

The sea was calmer that day than she had ever seen it. The heat beat down from a 

windless, cloudless sky; even the gulls and kittiwakes seemed to be silenced by the sun. 

Cherry searched on, stopping only for a picnic lunch of pasties and tomatoes with the 

family before returning at once her shells. 

In the end the heat proved too much for her mother and father, who left the 

beach earlier than usual in mid-afternoon to begin to tidy up the cottage. The boys soon 

followed because they had tired of finding miniature crabs and seaweed instead of the 

sunken wrecks and treasure they had been seeking. So, by teatime Cherry was left on her 

own on the beach with strict instructions to keep her hat on, not to bathe alone and to be 

back well before dark. She had calculated she needed one hundred and fifty more cowrie 

shells and so far had only found eighty. She would be back, she insisted, when she had 

finished collecting enough shells and not before. 

 
 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-analyse-a-setting-6rtp2e?activity=video&step=1


Make a prediction 

What do you think will happen next? 

I predict that… 

 


