
Metaphorical Meaning Activity
Metaphors in the following text have been underlined. Discuss the author’s intent in using 
metaphors by answering the questions below.

Singing Sensation Stuns Sutherby
Local teen Amina Ashraf has taken the 
nation by storm after appearing on the hit 
primetime show The Greatest Talent.

Amina, aged just thirteen, courageously 
performed in front of twelve million viewers 
live on Channel 8 last Saturday. The pupil 
at Sutherby School, whose parents would 
describe her as ‘quieter than a mouse’, 
stunned onlookers with her booming 
vocals and impressive scales during her 
performance of Sing Your Heart Out. The 
auditorium erupted into sound and the 
applause was reported to have been heard 
from over half a mile away.

“She has the voice of an angel,” Simone Coal 
– the contest’s lead judge – was reported to 
have said before smashing her hand onto the 
golden klaxon faster than a cheetah could 
have pounced on its prey. “Her performance 
took me completely by surprise.”

Amina, overwhelmed by the response she 
has received to her performance, expects 
her popularity to skyrocket over the coming 
week, with her debut single smashing its 
way through the charts. 

“Hollywood is calling my name,” she said 
humbly. “Everyone will remember my name.”

For each question, circle the correct answer:

1.	 ‘by storm’ was used by the author to give an impression of

	 excitement	 sadness	 happiness	 suddenness

2.	 Amina was described as ‘quieter than a mouse’ to demonstrate how her 
performance was 

	 expected	 unexpected	 loud	 quiet

3.	 ‘erupted’ was used by the author to show that the noise from the audience was

	 slow and steady	 sudden and dramatic	 calm and quiet

4.	 Amina was described as having ‘the voice of an angel’ to explain that her voice was

	 loud	 quiet	 beautiful	 awful
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Metaphorical Meaning Activity Answers
Metaphors in the following text have been underlined. Discuss the author’s intent in using 
metaphors by answering the questions below.

Singing Sensation Stuns Sutherby
Local teen Amina Ashraf has taken the 
nation by storm after appearing on the hit 
primetime show The Greatest Talent.

Amina, aged just thirteen, courageously 
performed in front of twelve million viewers 
live on Channel 8 last Saturday. The pupil 
at Sutherby School, whose parents would 
describe her as ‘quieter than a mouse’, 
stunned onlookers with her booming 
vocals and impressive scales during her 
performance of Sing Your Heart Out. The 
auditorium erupted into sound and the 
applause was reported to have been heard 
from over half a mile away.

“She has the voice of an angel,” Simone Coal 
– the contest’s lead judge – was reported to 
have said before smashing her hand onto the 
golden klaxon faster than a cheetah could 
have pounced on its prey. “Her performance 
took me completely by surprise.”

Amina, overwhelmed by the response she 
has received to her performance, expects 
her popularity to skyrocket over the coming 
week, with her debut single smashing its 
way through the charts. 

“Hollywood is calling my name,” she said 
humbly. “Everyone will remember my name.”

For each question, circle the correct answer:

1.	 ‘by storm’ was used by the author to give an impression of

	 excitement	 sadness	 happiness	 suddenness

2.	 Amina was described as ‘quieter than a mouse’ to demonstrate how her 
performance was 

	 expected	 unexpected	 loud	 quiet

3.	 ‘erupted’ was used by the author to show that the noise from the audience was

	 slow and steady	 sudden and dramatic	 calm and quiet

4.	 Amina was described as having ‘the voice of an angel’ to explain that her voice was

	 loud	 quiet	 beautiful	 awful
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