
Circle the Simile Activity Sheet
Read the text and circle the similes. Then answer the questions below.

The Battle Has Begun
It was the moment Itsuki had dreaded; 
sweat poured down his face in swathes. 
Lined up in a row like sardines packed into 
a tin, the warriors clutched their upright 
spears in their trembling hands.

It was here.

It was now.

With his heart pounding like a drum in his 
ears and his eyes refusing to focus, Itsuki’s 
thoughts ran wild. His parents. His village. 
Aiko. And though it felt as if he had been 

swallowed by his memories for an eternity, 
it had taken only seconds for the General to 
formulate a plan to defend the stronghold.

Swiftly taking charge, the General screamed 
his strategy at the troops like a siren trying 
to be heard above the chaos of a storm. With 
scarcely time to digest the information, 
Itsuki heard the command to advance. 
Reluctantly abandoning his memories of 
home like a lost love letter, he gritted his 
teeth in anticipation and set off towards 
the castle.

Simile 1: 

Why did the author use this description of the warriors?

Simile 2: 

What feeling does the author create with this simile? Why?

Simile 3: 

Why has the author described the General in this way?

Simile 4: 

What feeling does the author create with this simile? Why?
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Circle the Simile Answers
Read the text and circle the similes. Then answer the questions below.

The Battle Has Begun
It was the moment Itsuki had dreaded; 
sweat poured down his face in swathes. 
Lined up in a row like sardines packed into 
a tin, the warriors clutched their upright 
spears in their trembling hands.

It was here.

It was now.

With his heart pounding like a drum in his 
ears and his eyes refusing to focus, Itsuki’s 
thoughts ran wild. His parents. His village. 
Aiko. And though it felt as if he had been 

swallowed by his memories for an eternity, 
it had taken only seconds for the General to 
formulate a plan to defend the stronghold.

Swiftly taking charge, the General screamed 
his strategy at the troops like a siren trying 
to be heard above the chaos of a storm. 
With scarcely time to digest the information, 
Itsuki heard the command to advance. 
Reluctantly abandoning his memories of 
home like a lost love letter, he gritted his 
teeth in anticipation and set off towards 
the castle.

Simile 1: like sardines packed into a tin

Why did the author use this description of the warriors? 
The author used this description to make it very clear that the warriors are squashed 
in with very little space.

Simile 2: his heart pounding like a drum

What feeling does the author create with this simile? Why? 
The author has created a feeling of panic or dread because Itsuki is going into an 
unknown situation.

Simile 3: like a siren trying to be heard above the chaos of a storm

Why has the author described the General in this way? 
The author has described the General in this way to show that there is a lot of noise 
and chaos around the warriors.

Simile 4: like a lost love letter

What feeling does the author create with this simile? Why? 
The author has created a feeling of desolation and melancholy to show the utter 
despair of the warrior heading into battle.
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