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What ape iiving dinosauss?

Crocodiles and lizards have been living on Earth for millions of

years. They were living at the same time as the dinosaurs.
We know this because people have dug up their bones.

This is the jaw bone
of a modern crocodile.

This is the jaw bone of
a crocodile that lived
110 million years ago.
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A Nile crocodile
chases its prey.

One of the reasons crocodiles and lizards have survived so long is
that they are good hunters and scavengers.




Grocodiles ioday

In Africa, herds of animals cross the River Mara each year,

looking for fresh grass to eat. Nile crocodiles lie in wait for them.
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Large crocodiles only need a few big meals a year. The rest of the
time they mostly eat fish. Some crocodiles lie waiting for many
months until an unlucky animal tries to cross the river.




Crocodiles are’-so:me of the best hunters in the world.
They are good at sneaking up on their prey.

Eyes, nostrils and good hearing

ears are on top of
§ their heads, so they
' can swim without
being seen.

good eyesight

good sense of smell

strong teeth for biting
and tearing
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Crocodiles grab their prey with their powerful jaws.

doot.

They can snap their jaws shut with enough power to crush a car




Crocodiles catch their prey and try to drown it by pulling it underwater.
Crocodiles have a flap of skin to stop water going down their throats,
so they can go underwater with their mouths open.




A saltwater
crocodile smashes
its prey against the
water, to break it
into smaller pieces.

Crocodiles can grow up to seven metres long

and live for up to 80 years. The throat flap is closed.

Nile crocodiles have 66 to 68 teeth and if
one gets broken, another grows in its place.
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Crocodiles have two weaknesses:

e They are powerful swimmers, but they have short
legs and can only run short distances on land.

e Crocodiles can shut their jaws with great force.
But they can't open them with the same power.







