Real World

When you see a bright-eyed baby
monkey peeking up at you, you might
wish you could keep it. Wild animals
should not be kept as pets, though. It
causes a lot of harm - and here's why:

Many animals sold os pets are captured illegoally.

They usually suffer terribly in the process: for
example, mothers may be killed so that their babies
con be taken. The animals are then smuggied
between countries, so they are often packed tightly
into dork, airless containers - sometimes for doys
Mony of the onimals die before they orrive

The wild pet trade threatens species and

their ecosystems
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Wild animals rarely live
hoppily o3 pets.
Dogs and cots have evolved
to live with humans, but exotic
animals rarely get everything
they need to be heclthy. Most
monkeys are very octive, sociol
animols, and need sunlight and
a special diet. Pet monkeys cre
prone to malnutrition, tooth
decoy and ternble stress when
they're kept olone ond confined
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Exotic animals carry diseases
that can spread to humans,
80-90% of mocoque monkeys
are infected with Herpes B,
which can be fotol to humans

When cute bobies grow up and
their instincts get stronger, they
con become difficult to hondle.
They often become oggressive,
ond people con't cope with whaot
they've token on,
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Did you know?

T \
here are over 5,000 captive tigers
In the United States of Americo -

Mmore than all the wild tigers left
in the world!

Only about 500

of them are in 200s
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THE SAD CASE
OF THE SLOW
LORIS

Bl The slow loris, from Indonesio,
: is in donger of extinction, Tts big
) brown eyes ond smoll size ore very
g oppeoling, ond thousands of these
Mg little primotes are pooched from the
e wild for the pet trade,
S being in o bright room hurts their
! eyes. They also lixe to travel long
N distances, so they can never meet
their exercise needs in captivity,
"4 Even worse, poochers usually clip off
or pull out their teeth because o slow
Ml loris's bite is venomous. As well as
being very painful, this can kill the
lorises. About holf of oll lorises cought
die during transportation.
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POOR POLLY

Parrots, with their colourful plumage ond
big personolities, have been popular pets for
many years. You might think that, by now.
pet parrots would oll be bred In coptivity

« but hundreds of thousands of porrots

are taken from their jungle habitots every
year. One third of porrot spedies ore close to
extinction, poartly because of the pet trode

The death rate of coptured parrots while
. A they are being transported is very high. Baby
‘4 TN il parrots moy be stuffed into tubes to hide
- them, or have their beaks toped shut to keep
What about them quiet. Some estimates say thot 75% of

captive-bred parrots die before they can be sold as pets.
pets?
Captive-bred pets are

. exotic animals born in )
SRR S N Did you know?
parents have been
caught ::‘Y.uu The North American raccoon is friendty
maoanotnp.m. - ond cute when young. but becomes more
the damage caused by ' { s aggressive in adulthood. In Jopon, thousands
capturing wild animals, were imported os pets - all becouse of a
Mm:cmw mh'(m.“mwmmym
onlmols:nsﬁllunsumd released into the wild. Raccoons are very

oadaptable and. with no noturol predators.
are now a very troublesome
invasive species in Japan.

to being pets. They
ore just as likely to be

A ‘-c‘ ‘.



