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Success Criteria

Aim
• I can understand how evidence can give us different answers about 

the past.

• I can use different sources to build a picture of events.

• I can raise questions about where the sources came from and why 
they were created.

• I can retell the key events of the Tutankhamun discovery story.

• I can put myself in the place of a journalist in 1922.



Who Was Tutankhamun?
Open your mystery source.

1. What does your source tell you?

Write down three things that 
you now know from examining 
your source.

2. Why do you think it was  
written (or photographed)?

Ask two questions about why 
somebody created your source.



Who Was Tutankhamun?
What type of source 
did you have?

What does the source tell you? Why do you think it was written (or 
photographed)?

Source 1: 
Newspaper article

• 3300-year-old sarcophagus
• Beautiful
• Crown and sceptre

It was written for the British people 
to read. 

Source 2: 
Letter

• Tutankhamun has been found
• Figures, papyri, clothing
• The treasures were guarded

It was a personal letter written from 
Lord Carnarvon to his friend.

Source 3: 
Newspaper article

• 15th c. relics found in the Valley of the Kings, 
Luxor

• The end of a 7-year dig
• Mr Howard Carter found it

It was written for the people of Derby 
to read.

Source 4:  Newspaper 
pictures

• A tomb was found
• The tomb was guarded
• Lord Carnarvon led the dig

It was written to show people the 
environment where the tomb was 
found.  

Source 5: 
Diary or recount

• It was dark in the chamber
• HC found animals, statues and gold
• HC could see “wonderful things”

It was written to retell the events of 
the discovery from the writer’s point 
of view.

Source 6:  
Article or diary

• We have stolen Tutankhamun’s belongings
• Intruders are punished
• A curse may have infected LC

It may have been written to warn 
people of a curse, or to add to 
excitement that there may have been 
a curse.

Source 7:  
Photographs

• The objects from the tomb were covered in gold
• There was a range of types of objects found
• Tutankhamun must have been important

These photographs were taken to 
show the world how wealthy the 
pharaoh must have been.



Tutankhamun
Finish this sentence with your own ideas, 

based on what you have found out.

Tutankhamun…

Tutankhamun…

Tutankhamun…

Tutankhamun…



Tutankhamun
Facts. Do yours match?

Tutankhamun’s burial place 
was discovered in 1922 by 

Mr Howard Carter.

Tutankhamun was found 
with an olive wreath 

on his head.

Tutankhamun was an 
ancient Egyptian pharaoh.

Tutankhamun was found 
surrounded by many 

golden objects.



Born: Around 1342 BC

Died: Around 1323 BC

Reign: Approximately 1333 - 1323 BC

Tutankhamun became the Pharaoh at the 
age of nine and ruled at a time when the 
Egyptian Empire was at its strongest. He 
ruled for about nine years until his death 
the age of about eighteen. We are still not 
sure how he died, but there are many 
opinions about this. Some people say it 
was from a disease that he suffered from 
after he broke his leg. We do know now 
that his death was a surprise for many as 
he was buried in a tomb which had been 
built very fast and messily.

Tutankhamun



Who Found His Tomb?

The tomb was found by a group of 
researchers led by Howard Carter 
(right). The reason why Tutankhamun 
is one of the most famous and talked 
about pharaohs is because his tomb 
was only found in 1922, which means 
that all of the treasures and the body 
inside have been left in very good 
condition. Carter knew where to look 
because he worked out from other 
important finds that the tomb would be 
in the Valley of the Kings. A cup found 
by a man named Theodore Davis, with 
Tutankhamun and his wife on it, was a 
clue that Carter said helped him find 
the tomb of the Boy King.

Tutankhamun



What They Found

Inside the tomb they found over 3000 treasures that were put in for 
Tutankhamun to take with him into the afterlife. Many of the items 
were made from (or covered in) gold, which was only fitting for a king 
to own. The tomb itself was split into many different rooms. Most of the 
rooms were for the objects, 
apart from the burial chamber 
which just held his sarcophagus.

Tutankhamun



Decoration

The burial chamber with the body is 
the only decorated room in the 
tomb, which is very unusual for a 
resting place of a king. Normally, all 
the walls would be carved or 
painted, which is how we know that 
Tutankhamun died very suddenly. 
Many historians also believe that the 
tomb itself was not made for him in 
the first place and the burial 
chamber and decorations were 
added later. The images on the walls 
were from a ritual called the 
‘opening of the mouth’ (an example 
of it can be seen on the right).

Tutankhamun



The Curse of the Mummy!

The curse of the mummy started after 
Tutankhamun’s tomb was opened. 
Mummies have been thought to have 
magical powers over any who disturb 
them. It started when Lord Carnarvon 
(the man who paid for the dig of King 
Tut’s tomb) died soon after it was 
opened. As soon as he died, all the 
lights in Cairo went out mysteriously. 
Other stories are that Carter’s pet 
canary was killed by a cobra and 
that Carnarvon’s dog died the same 
night. Some think it was a germ but 
others say it was magic.

Tutankhamun



“Read All About It!”

You are an excited journalist, reporting from Cairo, explaining about 
the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb.

Use the Newspaper Prompt Sheet to help you with the facts.

Use the Newspaper Planning Activity Sheet as a place to write some 
of your ideas, before you do your newspaper.



Newspaper Layout
Now you need to write your newspaper!

Use the Newspaper Template Activity Sheet 
as a place to write up your newspaper.

Newspaper name

Date, price

Headline

Picture

Start writing 
paragraph 1 here



Opening the Tomb
The Derby Daily Telegraph wrote:

“When at last, the excavators managed to squeeze their 
way in, an extraordinary sight met their eyes…”

What could these men have been thinking at this moment? 
Answer on a whiteboard.



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can understand how evidence can give us different 

answers about the past.

• I can use different sources to build a picture of events.

• I can raise questions about where the sources came from and why 
they were created.

• I can retell the key events of the Tutankhamun discovery story.

• I can put myself in the place of a journalist in 1922.




