
LC: Can I plan a new episode to 
the story?
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In partners, discuss what 
could have happened?

REMEMBER! What 
creatures will she face? 
What Jeremy Strong 
features will you use?

After considering what 
has happened in the 
story, I believe Ramona 
will….
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Beginning Where would the story begin? Setting)
Ramona began her journey……….

Build-up Where was the build up in the story? What 
characters are there?
The build up is where Ramona…….

Problem What creature does Ramona meet? What does 
the creature do?
During her journey..

Resolution/
Ending

What happens in the end? Does Ramona solve the 
problem? Does Luke come and save her?
In the end….



• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …



LC: Can I use fronted adverbials within my 
writing?



What happens in your 
episode about Ramona?

Does yours have a 
happy ending?
In my episode……
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Let’s look at an example.

Can you turn to p 39 
pupil book?

We are going to read 
the first three 

paragraphs (until a try.)
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What are fronted 
adverbial phrases?
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• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …



LC- Can I describe the setting to my episode?



What is our story 
about so far?
In our story so far..

What is an adverbial 
phrase?

How do you know 
where it is in the 
sentence?
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How could we improve 
this?

To improve this we could..



• When you write about a 
setting, you need to make 
sure you use lots of 
description so a reader can 
picture themselves there.

• Effective descriptions 
appeal to the senses.

Whilst watching the 
video can you write 
the 5 senses?

1-Sight
2-Sound
3- touch
4-Smell

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiAmAca
DQrM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiAmAcaDQrM
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwias4q6xJrLAhWE2hoKHXrZApcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fprincess-illustrations&psig=AFQjCNEamltp8R8rWEvxymM3EgBJG5B3JQ&ust=1456751495795973






• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …



LC- Can I build tension within my story?



Can you write a 
good sentence to 
describe this 
setting, using 
similes and  
expanded noun 
phrases?



What is the problem in the 
story?

The problem in the story is..
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What Is Tension?

Tension is something that writers use to 

create a problem in their stories.

Tension means feeling worry, fear, nerves or pressure. You 

can also create tension between characters if they argue.



What Is Suspense?

Suspense is something used in stories to 
make them mysterious or scary.

Suspense means waiting for something to happen or 
being uncertain about what will happen.



Tension and Suspense

Here is an extract from ‘The Curse of Cogston House’. Most of the tension 

and all of the suspense has been removed from the story.

Alice couldn’t move 

and she was scared. 

Then, a man started 

to walk down the 

stairs towards her.

This isn’t very scary because 

we know exactly who is coming 

down the stairs straight away. 

The descriptions are not 

detailed, so although we know 

that Alice is scared, we don’t 

feel scared with her.

Alice couldn’t move and 
she was scared. Then, a 
man started to walk
down the stairs towards 
her.

Look at the extract stuck in you books, can 
you highlight it to identify how it creates 

tension?



Building Tension and Suspense
Now, read the real extract from ‘The Curse of Cogston House’.

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than

hearing her best friend desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet.

Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the corridor which faded into more

murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and

beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which

had begun to stream hopelessly down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the

staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling

gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette

shuffled out from the darkness...

How did the extract make you feel?



Building Suspense

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than

hearing her best friend desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet.

Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the corridor which faded into more

murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and

beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which

had begun to stream hopelessly down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the

staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling

gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette

shuffled out from the darkness...

The text uses some short, sharp sentences to shock the reader. In these short 

sentences, giving the reader no details at all is scary   a bit like being in the dark. 



Building Suspense
There is a special piece of punctuation used when creating suspense.

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than

hearing her best friend desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s

eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She

could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and beyond it, the enormous

winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly

down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette shuffled

out from the darkness...

Three dots together is called an ellipsis. Ellipses show that something is coming next 

(like a drumroll), or sometimes that the end of the sentence is missing. 



Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing

worse than hearing her best friend desperately calling her name was being alone in

this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the corridor

which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of

her, the door opposite, and beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked,

blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly down her face, she

was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp,

rattling gasps.

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched

silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...

Instead of writing ‘Alice was scared’, the author has shown us what Alice’s body is 

doing. How do you know that she is scared?



• Detailed descriptions of the surroundings 

• Clues to tantalise the reader (a hunched silhouette)

• Short, shocking sentences

• Subordinate and relative clauses to make the reader wait even longer

• Ellipses (...)

• Physical reactions from the character (her heart was in her mouth)

• Appealing to the reader’s senses

• Exciting synonyms (shuffled)

• Similes and metaphors

• Onomatopoeia 

Building Tension and Suspense
Can you remember all of the features of writing with tension and suspense?





• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …


