
LC: Can I use ancient stories to find 
out about a culture?



What do you know 
about the Chinese 

culture?
From the pictures I 

know that..
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Ancient stories 
from China are like 
myths and legends!

What are myths and 
legends?

Myths and Legends are 
stories which are from the 

past which usually involves..
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The Origin of the Kitchen God

There once was a mighty lord who loved to eat, and who had grown 
very fat and his elaborately embroidered silk robes groaned at the 

seams. Although his palace was kept stocked with good things to 
eat, he often went out to find new delicacies.

One day he came upon the simple mud and straw home of a poor 
peasant woman and smelled a delicious aroma. She came to the 

door wearing plain clean cotton robes and the Lord asked to taste 
her food. She politely gave him some sugar cakes, but soon he 

gobbled them all up. The mighty lord thought these cakes tasted 
just fine and he wanted more. He decided that the peasant woman 
should come to his palace to bake for him. She did not want to go 

so he begged and threatened the woman. 

Culture is a word for people's 'way of 
life', meaning the way groups do
things



The Origin of the Kitchen God (continued) 

Desperate to be left, the woman did a terrible thing – she slapped 
the mighty lord across the face, with a slap so hard that it sent him 
falling hard against the wall, where he stuck. The woman, who had 

magical powers, placed a curse upon him, forcing him to stay on the 
wall watching other people eat while he himself could only look on.

He is there to this day, for the Jade Emperor appointed him the 
kitchen god, whose altar was to be found somewhere near every 

family's kitchen stove. As kitchen god, he reports to Heaven each 
year on the family's doings.

Culture is a word for people's 'way of 
life', meaning the way groups do
things
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Food
The Chinese 
people eat a 
varied diet which 
includes…

Clothes
The Chinese 
wear..

Hierachy
The ancient 
Chinese followed 
the…..who ruled 
the land.

Religion
The Chinese 
people follow a 
religion called..
In this religion 
they..
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I am able to …

I am starting to …

I need more support to …



LC: Can I recall and retell a story orally?



A dragon shattered the peace of the people in a tiny village in China by 
settling on the rim of a nearby ancient volcano.

The worried villagers sought advice from their village Wise Man who told 
them not to worry.

The dragon came to the village but left the villagers unharmed and the 
villagers praised the Wise Man’s advice.

Then the dragon came and took the villagers’ livestock.

The villagers sought advice from their village Wise Man who told them not 
to worry.

The dragon took one child and then another...

The villagers demanded that something be done. 



The Wise Man devised a way of choosing a villager to slay the dragon.

A young girl was chosen. She was afraid and didn’t know how to slay a 
dragon.

She went up the mountain and met a mysterious stranger on the  way, who 
gave her advice.

She carried on up the volcano determined to rid the village of the  dragon. 
But how?



I am able to …

I am starting to …

I need more support to …



LC: Can I make links to China 
and the setting of the story?



What are your 
first impressions 

of this book?

What do you think 
will happen?

Looking at the cover I 
believe that ….
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Whilst reading can you 
make notes on the 

setting of the story? 
Where is it? How is it 

described? 
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What would it be like to 
travel up this extinct 

volcano? 

Why is this good setting to 
use for this story? 



Dragon Slayer
I would choose…….as a setting 
because……….
Also….
Furthermore…

Kitchen God
I would choose…….as a setting 
because……….
Also….
Furthermore…

The Dragon Kings Daughter
I would choose…….as a setting 
because……….
Also….
Furthermore…



I am able to …

I am starting to …

I need more support to …



LC: Can I infer and deduce what Yen 
is like?



Whilst reading can you 
make notes on Yen. 

What he is like? What 
does he do? 

What is his personality 
like? 
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What is this called?



“They crowded into the meeting hall where 
Yen stood”
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I am able to …

I am starting to …

I need more support to …


