
LC: Can I use a range of figurative 
language to describe the 

character?



How do we build 
tension within a 
story?

To build tension 
we use..
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When describing a 
character what do you 

think you need to 
include?

Have a look at this 
description and makes 

notes on what you 
think?

Wanda

Wanda, a wicked and selfish witch, was 

plotting a plan as usual. She cackled and 

sang (although very badly) as she stirred 

her cauldron. Her enflamed orange hair 

tangled and brittle like her mop. Dark 

black lipstick covered her lips and half 

of her teeth. Her ragged dress was 

filthy with ash from her dusty cauldron. 

Wanda was extremely rude and hated 

people.
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Include:

• what they look like;

• what they wear;

• what they sound like;

• how they move;

• anything else you know.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM8ueAzprLAhWLfRoKHeFGDJgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.burningthreads.com%2Fproduct.php%3Fid_product%3D23&psig=AFQjCNGAjL2IQ8VILIpUNHnvjImaRWmIJQ&ust=1456754086287073
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwias4q6xJrLAhWE2hoKHXrZApcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fprincess-illustrations&psig=AFQjCNEamltp8R8rWEvxymM3EgBJG5B3JQ&ust=1456751495795973


To improve the 
description we can 

use…

Wanda

Wanda, a wicked and selfish witch, was 

plotting a plan as usual. She cackled and 

sang (although very badly) as she stirred 

her cauldron. Her enflamed orange hair 

tangled and brittle like her mop. Dark 

black lipstick covered her lips and half 

of her teeth. Her ragged dress was 

filthy with ash from her dusty cauldron. 

Wanda was extremely rude and hated 

people.



A country house

What Is an Expanded Noun Phrase?

An expanded noun phrase gives much more detail 

than a simple noun phrase, for example:

A house

A derelict, old country house

A derelict, old country house with boarded and 
broken windows 

Add a noun to modify

Add adjectives to modify

Add a prepositional phrase to 

give extra details

To expand a noun phrase, you can use nouns and adjectives to modify the 

original noun and prepositional phrases to add extra detail. 



REMEMBER!

Include:

• what they look 

like;

• what they wear;

• what they sound 

like;

• how they move;

• anything else you 

know.

Covered from head to toe in 
grotesque white pimples 

Her fingers were crooked, pointy 
tree branches
Sharp and poised,

Her loud, creepy cackle echoed 
through the unforgiving woods



She was hideous of appearance, mumbling to herself with that dreamy, 
ghastly smile. Her hair was lank and lustreless, falling around her like 
strings of rotting straw. A cauldron bubbled slowly in the corner, leaving 
off the most infernal and rancid vapours. Bits of frogs’ legs, bat wings and
eyes of newt were scattered around the floor of the cave. Her lupine eyes, 
savage and cunning, only came to life when she muttered certain arcane 
words from a spell. They perched above her hawkish and hooked nose. From 
it sprang the most preposterous wart. It was at least the size of a saucer. 
It would have been funny if the scene wasn’t so Stoker-esque.
Her wheezy, cackling voice rose higher and higher as she neared the end of 
her incantation. A row of teeth, blackened and broken into stubs, like old 
tombstones, lay below her fire worshipper-black eyebrows. They hinted at 
her cruelty as they arced up and over her dead-fish eyes like sickles. 
Those eyes suddenly shimmered with the spite of a thousand years as 
she turned fully towards me and pinned me with her gaze. She traced a 
leathery tongue around her thin, bloodless lips while she looked me up and 
down from crown to ankle. Her spindly, arthritic legs moved rapidly, like an 
old spider, covering the distance between us in a flash. I was transfixed. I 
couldn’t move my arms or legs. I was the fly in the web.
She leaned her face towards mine and I could smell the mildewy and sickly 
passage of her breath. ” Dinner is served”, she whispered





• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …



LC- Can I use dialogue, action and 
description?



Can you describe 
the picture using  a 
range of figurative 
language?

What can you see?

What writing 
techniques could 
you use?



What is dialogue?

Dialogue is used 
between characters, 
when they talk to 
each other. It uses 
inverted commas.
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How would we 
punctuate this speech?

Where would the 
inverted commas and 
commas go?

Which part is dialogue, 
action and description?

What rules do you have to follow 
when writing dialogue?

1)

2)

3)
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How would we 
punctuate this speech?

Where would the 
inverted commas and 
commas go?

Which part is dialogue, 
action and description?

What rules do you have to follow 
when writing dialogue?

1) Punctuation inside the 
inverted commas

2) Start a new line for each 
character’s speech

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwias4q6xJrLAhWE2hoKHXrZApcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fprincess-illustrations&psig=AFQjCNEamltp8R8rWEvxymM3EgBJG5B3JQ&ust=1456751495795973


Can you now write 
dialogue between your 
characters in your story, 
using what you have 
learned? It may be the 
first 2 or 3 lines.

Now let your partner green pen mark 
it! Have they:

• Started a new line for each 
character

• Used inverted commas correctly.

• Used capital letters and full stops. 

• Used commas correctly

• Used dialogue, action and 
description.

Score them out of 5!

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwias4q6xJrLAhWE2hoKHXrZApcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fprincess-illustrations&psig=AFQjCNEamltp8R8rWEvxymM3EgBJG5B3JQ&ust=1456751495795973


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM8ueAzprLAhWLfRoKHeFGDJgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.burningthreads.com%2Fproduct.php%3Fid_product%3D23&psig=AFQjCNGAjL2IQ8VILIpUNHnvjImaRWmIJQ&ust=1456754086287073


• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …



LC- Can I write the ending of the 
story using thoughts and feelings?



Can you 
punctuate 
the speech 
correctly?
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What could the ending be 
in our story?

The ending could be…
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Ramona felt….because…
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Ramona felt….because…
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I would add it .. because…
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• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …



LC: Can I edit and improve my 
work?



• I am able to …

• I am starting to …

• I need more support to …


